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at once wrote to Lincoln denying any knowledge
of the circular but admitting his candidacy and
offering his resignation. No more remarkable
letter was written by Lincoln than his reply to
Chase, in which he showed that he had long fully
understood the situation, and which he closed
with these words: "Whether you shall remain at
the head of the Treasury Department is a ques-
tion which I do not allow myself to consider from
any standpoint other than my judgment of the
public service, arid, in that view, I do not perceive
occasion for change."
The Chase boom rapidly declined. The death-
blow was given by a caucus of the Union members
of the legislature of his own State nominating
Lincoln "at the demand of the people and the
soldiers of Ohio." The defeat embittered Chase.
For several months, however, he continued in i lie
Cabinet, and during this time he had the morti-
fication of seeing Lincoln renominated in the Na-
tional Union Convention amid a great display of
enthusiasm.
More than once in the past. Chase had offered
his resignation. On one occasion Lincoln had
gone to his house and had begged him to recon-
sider his decision. Soon after the renomination.